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Robert Owen was a pioneer in education, in management, in fown
planning and in other fields; but his name will always be associated
with hus work at New Lanark over a quarter of a century in seeking to
créate & new form of industrial enterprise run in the interests of the
community, He showed at New Lanark that there was no need for the
antagonisms which divided the community in histime and demonstrated

. the falsity of the fashionable economic doctrine of his day that in
+ exorable coonomic laws must drive down the living standards of the
| peoplenspite of the increase in production resulting from the industrial
 rooliin,
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He has been critised by Karl Mark and others for hi
assumpt on {hat other employers would follow his example and tha

‘"

the “ml

e would be achieved 1n & fo years; but b nevertheles

ingpired 4 Whol generatlon of working people il te o o
eter ety and helpe o Ly the foundatons f the covoperaivg
trade union 4nd socialst movements, Robert Owen's work at New

Lanark on hundred and Ay yers ago suggests 4
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Something like eleven million working days were lost in Britain
last year by industrial disputes. The world is in the grip of inflation
and governments n their vain efforts to control it have been imposing
curbs on demand which have been reducing investment and leading to
the highest levels of unemployment for many years, No-one seems
to know how to achieve full employment without inflation in a capitalist
society. But Robert Owen showed a hundred and fifty years ago that
there is another way of organising production which would secure for
workers by hand and by brain the full fruits of their industry upon a
basis of common ownership, He called for a fransformation of the
basis of ownership right through industry and it may be that it will
be only by changes of the kind he pioneered that we can make the
people genuine partners 1n the process of production, end the exploita-
tion of man by man and solve the problems that confront us today,
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L it 7
History

From a small shop in Lancashire to a world wide movement

The Rochdale Pioneers

The Co-operative Bank established

Dividend stamps introduced

Bank introduces its Ethical Policy

‘Acquisition of Somerfield and merger with Britannia
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THE ROCHDALE PIONEERS

THE ROCHDALE PIONEERS THEMSELVES WERE LOCAL ROCHDALE MEN.

Some were known co-operative enthusiasts and had been
involved 1n earlier co-operative ventures in the town, whilst
others were Chartists and 1dealists. They were all working men.
More than half were involved 1n the textile trade — ten of them
were flannel weavers whilst others were cloggers, shoemakers,

joiners or cabinet makers.
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THE ROCHDALE PIONEERS

THE ROCHDALE PIONEERS THEMSELVES WERE LOCAL ROCHDALE MEN.
Initially, there were 28 Pioneers (Rochdale Pioneers List).
Most of them were relatively well paid skilled artisans and some were
in business on their own account. It was their idealism and vision of a
. better social order that inspired them to form the Rochdale Equitable
| Pioneers Society. Without that ideal, the Society would never have
been formed; without it the difficulties of the early years would not
~ have been overcome, the efforts to promote and assist other societies
" never have been made, and the developments which created national
organisations never thought of. In short, without an ideal, there would

® have been no Co-operative Movement.
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THE ROCHDALE PIONEERS
THE ROCHDALE PIONEERS THEMSELVES WERE LOCAL ROCHDALE MEN.
Willian Cooper was appointed cashier from the original twenty
eight members and Samuel Ashworth was appointed salesman.
Initially, the store was opened two nights a week. After three months,
. this was extended to four nights a week and the Pioneers expanded the
range of goods they sold.
As with all co-operatives, the Rochdale Pioneers was owned

~ and run by 1ts members and so a committee meeting was held on a

weekly basis at the Weavers’ Arms public house. After a years trading
the membership had increased to 74, the capital amounted to £181 and

8 the total takings for the year was £710.

L3

- i : a J o
oo FALQMNAWE ANTINN



THE ROCHDALE PIONEERS
THE ROCHDALE PIONEERS THEMSELVES WERE LOCAL ROCHDALE MEN.

Rochdale experienced economic difficulties in the late 1840s,

but the Pioneers managed to slowly progress and from 1850 this
progression speeded up, although it would be incorrect to say that the
. Pioneers never experienced difficulties.
Many other co-operative ventures in the United Kingdom had
been tried. Some were successful, but most were not and people began
- to look the Rochdale Pioneers for inspiration about how to run a
" successful co-operative society. Many adopted the Pioneers’ values
and principles and started adapting their Rules for their own societies.

It was not long before the Pioneers’ fame spread overseas.
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THE ROCHDALE PIONEERS
THE ROCHDALE PIONEERS THEMSELVES WERE LOCAL ROCHDALE MEN.

The worldwide links of 31 Toad Lane started as early as the 1860s.
As they became better known, the Rochdale Pioneers received visitors
from all over the world, who wanted to witness how a co-operative was
being successfully run. A visitors book was kept from the 1860s and
shows the range of their influence. One of the fist names listed, in 1862,
was that of Edward Vansittart Neale, the co-operative leader and Christian
year saw German, Spanish and Russian visitors. The following year
Alexander Campbell, the Scottish Owenite and originator of the dividend

" signed the book. The first Japanese signatory was Tomizo Noguchi in
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THE ROCHDALE PIONEERS
THE ROCHDALE PIONEERS THEMSELVES WERE LOCAL ROCHDALE MEN.

The first known history of the Pioneers was written

in 1858 by George Jacob Holyoake and was entitled

“Self-Help by the People”. It aimed to describe the

which they were overcome. The book was translated and

. published in France, Germany, Italy, Hungary and Spain.
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